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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING 
Amos 8:4-7
Listen to this, you who trample on the 
needy and try to suppress the poor 
people of the country, you who say, 
‘When will New Moon be over so that 
we can sell our corn, and sabbath, so 
that we can market our wheat?  

Then by lowering the bushel, raising 
the shekel, by swindling and tamper-
ing with the scales, we can buy up the 
poor for money, and the needy for a 
pair of sandals, and get a price even 
for the sweeping of the wheat.’ 

The Lord swears it by the pride of 
Jacob,
‘Never will I forget a single thing you 
have done.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 112:1-2, 4-8
Praise the Lord, who lifts up the poor.

SECOND READING
1 Timothy 2:1-8
My advice is that, first of all, there 
should be prayers offered for 
everyone – petitions, intercessions and 
thanksgiving – and especially for 
kings and others in authority, so that 
we may be able to live religious and 
reverent lives in peace and quiet. To 
do this is right, and will please God 

our saviour: he wants everyone to be 
saved and reach full knowledge of the 
truth. For there is only one God, and 
there is only one mediator between 
God and humankind, himself a man, 
Christ Jesus, who sacrificed himself 
as a ransom for them all. He is the 
evidence of this, sent at the appointed 
time, and I have been named a herald 
and apostle of it and – I am telling the 
truth and no lie – a teacher of the faith 
and the truth to the pagans. 
In every place, then, I want the men to 
lift their hands up reverently in prayer, 
with no anger or argument.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
2 Cor 8:9
Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus Christ was rich but he 
became poor, to make you rich 
out of his poverty.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Luke 16:1-13
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘There was 
a rich man and he had a steward who 
was denounced to him for being 
wasteful with his property. He called 
for the man and said, “What is this I 
hear about you? Draw me up an 
account of your stewardship because 
you are not to be my steward any 
longer.” 

Welcome to 

(Continued page 4)

KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
PARISH PRIEST
Fr Josy Sebastian (8382 1717; 
in  emergency - 0452 524 169)
Fr Selva Raj (A/Priest - 8382 1717; 
selvarajpani@gmail.com)
Fr Jack Otto (A/Priest - 8382 1717;
0447 469 065; jacksjob@tpg.com.au)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131, 
paclark@muckra.com.au)

(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Tuesday 
evening.)

MASS CENTRES 
• KINGSCOTE: Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help, Cnr Giles/Todd Sts 
Sunday - 9.30am

• PARNDANA: Uniting Church, 
Cook Street 
2nd Sunday - 2.30pm

• PENNESHAW: St Columba’s 
Anglican Church, Cnr North 
Terrace and Fourth Street 
1st Sunday - 2.00pm

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for our 
visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159
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SOME COUNSELS ON FAITH 
AND RELIGION FOR OUR 
PRESENT GENERATION

It’s no secret that today we’re 
witnessing a massive decline in 
church attendance and, seemingly, a 
parallel loss of interest in religion. 
The former mindset, within which 
we worried, sometimes obsessively, 
about sin, church-going, and heaven 
and hell no longer holds sway for 
millions of people. As one parent, 
worried about the religious state of 
his children, shared with me 
recently, “our old religious concerns 
never ever darken their minds.”  
What’s to be said in the face of this?

Admittedly, I may not be the person 
best-suited to offer that advice. I’m 
over 70 years old, a spiritual writer 
whose main focus of research and 
teaching right now is on the 
spirituality of aging, and I’m a 
Roman Catholic priest, a religious 
insider, who can be perceived as 
simply a salesman for religion and 
the churches.

But, despite that, here are some 
counsels on faith and religion for 
today’s generation.

First: Search honestly. God’s first 
concern is not whether you’re going 
to church or not, but whether you are 
staying honest in your search for 
truth and meaning. When the Apostle 
Thomas, doubts the reality of the 
resurrection, Jesus doesn’t scold 
him, but simply asks him to stretch 
out his hand and continuing 
searching, trusting that if he searches 
honestly he will eventually find the 
truth. The same is true for us. All we 
have to do is be honest, to not lie, to 
acknowledge truth as it meets us. In 
John’s Gospel, Jesus sets out only 
one condition to come to God: Be 
honest and never refuse to 
acknowledge what’s true, no matter 
how inconvenient. But the key is to 
be honest! If we’re honest we will 
eventually find meaning and that 

will lead us where we need to go – 
perhaps even to a church door 
somewhere. But even if it doesn’t, 
God will find us. The mystery of 
Christ is bigger than we imagine.

Second: Listen to what’s deepest 
inside you. Soul is a precious 
commodity. Make sure you honor 
yours. Honor the voice inside your 
soul. Deeper than the many enticing 
voices you hear in world inviting 
you in every direction is a voice 
inside you which, like an insatiable 
thirst, reminds you always of the 
truth of this prayer from Saint 
Augustine: You have made us for 
yourself, Lord, and our hearts are 
restless until they rest in you. Stay in 
touch with that voice. You will hear 
it in your restlessness and it will, in 
the words of Karl Rahner, teach you 
something that’s initially is hard to 
bear but eventually sets you free: In 
the torment of the insufficiency of 
everything attainable, we eventually 
learn that here in this life there is no 
finished symphony.

Third: Beware the crowd! In the 
Gospels the word “crowd” is almost 
always pejorative. For good reason: 
Crowds don’t have a mind and the 
energy of a crowd is often 
dangerous. So beware of what Milan 
Kundera calls “the great march”, 
namely, the propensity to be led by 
ideology, group-think, the latest 
trend, the popular person or thing, 
the false feeling of being right 
because the majority of people feel 
that way, and the social pressures 
coming from both the right and the 
left.  Be true to yourself. Be the 
lonely prophet who’s not afraid to be 
alone on the outside. Dream. Be 
idealistic. Protect your soul. Don’t 
give it away cheaply.

Fourth: Don’t confuse faith with the 
churches – but don’t write off the 
churches too quickly. When they ask 
those without religious affiliation 
today why they aren’t religious 

invariably their answer is: “I just 
don’t believe it anymore.” But 
what’s the “it” which they no longer 
believe? What they don’t believe 
anymore isn’t in fact the truth about 
God, faith, and religion, but rather 
what they’ve heard about God, faith, 
and religion. Sort that out and you 
will find that you do have faith. 
Moreover, don’t write off the 
churches too quickly. They have real 
faults; you’re not wrong about that, 
but they’re still the best GPS 
available to help you find your way 
to meaning. They’re a roadmap 
drawn up by millions of explorers 
who have walked the road before 
you. You can ignore them, but then 
be alert to God’s gentle voice often 
saying: “Recalculating”. God will 
get you home, but the churches can 
help.

Fourth: Don’t forget about the poor. 
When you touch the poor, you’re 
touching God and, as Jesus says, at 
the judgment day we will be judged 
by how we served the poor. Give 
yourself away in some form of 
altruism, knowing, as Jesus puts it, 
that it’s not those who say Lord, 
Lord, who go to heaven but those 
who serve others.  In your search, 
you need to get a letter of reference 
from the poor.

Fifth: Look among your 
contemporaries for a patron to 
inspire you. Jean Vanier, Henri 
Nouwen, Thomas Merton, Dorothy 
Day, Oscar Romero, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, Simone Weil, Etty 
Hillesum, and Dag Hammarskjold, 
among others – they’ve all navigated 
your issues.

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com 
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. He is a 
community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the English-
speaking world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty newspapers worldwide.
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have been a normal interest rate. 
What the cunning steward has done is 
to reduce the debt to the level of the 
original loan. The Master will be paid 
his due according to the Law, but no 
more. If the Master complained about 
this action, his sin would come to 
light. The real criticism in this text is 
directed to those who have been 
entrusted with the riches of God’s 
kingdom and have not used them 
well. The point is that all who are 
called to share the riches of the 
kingdom must commit themselves to 
careful administration of those 
inestimable treasures. This is much 
more important than administering 
the riches of this world.

SYMBOLS AND IMAGES
Just like the steward in this story, we 
are entrusted with God-given talents 
and we must use them in a way that 
will yield genuine riches. Increasingly 
in the modern world, we are also 
aware that we must be good stewards 
of God’s creation to ensure its riches 
for future generations.

DID YOU KNOW?
• One of the dominant themes in 

Luke’s Gospel is the right use of 
money and the need to beware of 
becoming distracted by it from the 
pursuit of God.

• In Jesus’ time, wealth was seen as 
reward for virtue so these words 
were a great challenge

  

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(23 - 29 September)

• Monday, 23: St Pius of Pietrelcina 
(Ezra 1:1-6; Lk 8:16-18)

• Tuesday, 24: Weekday, Ord Time 25 
(Ezra 6:7-8, 12, 14-20; Lk 8:19-21)

• Wednesday, 25: Weekday, Ord Time 
25 (Ezra 9:5-9; Lk 9:1-6)

• Thursday, 26:  Weekday, Ord Time 
25 (Haggai 1:1-8; Lk 9:7-9)

• Friday, 27: St Vincent de Paul 
(Haggai 1:15-2:9; Lk 9:18-22)

•

• Saturday, 28: Weekday, Ord Time 25 
(Zech 2:5-9, 14-15; Lk 9:43-45)

• Sunday 29: 26th  SUNDAY in 
ORDINARY TIME (Amos 6:1, 4-7; 
1 Tim 6:11-16; Lk 16:19-31) 

REGULAR MASS TIMES IN
OUR CLUSTER CHURCHES

ALDINGA 
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and How Roads
Saturday 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.15am 

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

Sunday 9.00am
Wednesday 9.30am

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

Sunday 9.30am

NOARLUNGA
St Luke, the Evangelist, 

cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am

1st Sunday 11am (Spanish Mass)
2nd Sunday 2.00pm (Filipino Mass) 

Sunday (Youth Mass) 5.30pm
Monday 9.00am
Tuesday 9.00am  

Wednesday 7.30pm
Thursday 8.15am (St Luke’s)

Thursday 9.15am (St John’s - term time)
Friday 10.00am

NORMANVILLE
St Peter, Cape Jervis Road

1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10.30am
2nd, 4th Sundays 8.30am

1st Friday 6.00pm

PARNDANA
2nd Sunday 2.30pm

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace 

(shared with Anglicans)
1st Sunday 2.00pm

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

Grand Bvd
Sunday 10.45am

Wednesday 9.15am

VICTOR HARBOR
St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 11.00am
Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am
1st Friday Benediction following Mass

WILLUNGA
St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street
1st, 3rd, 5th  Sundays 8.30am

2nd, 4th Sundays 10.30am
Wednesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am

Then the steward said to himself, 
“Now that my master is taking the 
stewardship from me, what am I to 
do? Dig? I am not strong enough. Go 
begging? I should be too ashamed. 
Ah, I know what I will do to make 
sure that when I am dismissed from 
office there will be some to welcome 
me into their homes.”
Then he called his master’s debtors 
one by one. To the first he said, “How 
much do you owe my master?” “One 
hundred measures of oil” was the 
reply. The steward said, “Here, take 
your bond; sit down straight away and 
write fifty.” To another he said, “And 
you, sir, how much do you owe?” 
“One hundred measures of wheat” 
was the reply. The steward said, 
“Here, take your bond and write 
eighty.”
  
‘The master praised the dishonest 
steward for his astuteness. For the 
children of this world are more astute 
in dealing with their own kind than 
are the children of light.
  ‘And so I tell you this: use money, 
tainted as it is, to win you friends, and 
thus make sure that when it fails you, 
they will welcome you into the tents 
of eternity. The man who can be 
trusted in little things can be trusted in 
great; the man who is dishonest in 
little things will be dishonest in great. 
If then you cannot be trusted with 
money, that tainted thing, who will 
trust you with genuine riches? And if 
you cannot be trusted with what is not  
yours, who will give you what is your 
very own?
  

‘No servant can be the slave of two 
masters: he will either hate the first 
and love the second, or treat the first 
with respect and the second with 
scorn. You cannot be the slave both of 
God and of money.’

EXPLORING THE WORD
At first reading, this text is very 
puzzling. How can dishonesty be so 
rewarded? The action in the text is 
easier to understand when we know 
something of how commerce was 
conducted at the time. According to 
Jewish Law, it was not permissible to 
charge interest. To get around this, the 
practice developed of increasing the 
original debt to cover what would 
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PASTORAL CARE
If you (or someone you know) is house-bound, in hospital or in residential care and 

would appreciate a visit from a Priest or someone from the Parish, please let us know. 
Contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 

Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).


