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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING
Jeremiah 20:10-13
Jeremiah said:

I hear so many disparaging me,
‘“Terror from every side!” 
Denounce him! Let us denounce 
him!’
All those who used to be my 
friends watched for my downfall,
‘Perhaps he will be seduced into 
error. Then we will master him and 
take our revenge!’
But the Lord is at my side, a 
mighty hero; my opponents will 
stumble, mastered, confounded by 
their failure; everlasting, unfor-
gettable disgrace will be theirs. But  
you, Lord of Hosts, you who probe 
with justice, who scrutinise the 
loins and heart, let me see the 
vengeance you will take on them, 
for I have committed my cause to 
you. Sing to the Lord, praise the 
Lord, for he has delivered the soul 
of the needy from the hands of evil 
men.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 68:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35
Lord, in your great love, answer me.

SECOND READING
Romans 5:12-15
Sin entered the world through one 
man, and through sin death, and thus 
death has spread through the whole 
human race because everyone has 
sinned. Sin existed in the world long 
before the Law was given. There 
was no law and so no one could be 
accused of the sin of ‘law-breaking’, 
yet death reigned over all from 
Adam to Moses, even though their 
sin, unlike that of Adam, was not a 
matter of breaking a law.
  

Adam prefigured the One to come, 
but the gift itself considerably 
outweighed the fall. If it is certain 
that through one man’s fall so many 
died, it is even more certain that 
divine grace, coming through the 
one man, Jesus Christ, came to so 
many as an abundant free gift.
  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Jn15:26, 27
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of Truth will bear witness 
to me, says the Lord, and you also 
will be my witnesses. Alleluia!

Welcome to 

(Continued page 4)

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
THERE WILL BE NO MASSES OR 
PUBLIC LITURGIES UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE SEE THE NEWSLETTER 
ON OUR WEBSITE.
www.kicatholic.org.au/news.html

KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
PARISH PRIEST
Fr Josy Sebastian (8382 1717; 
in  emergency - 0452 524 169)
Fr Prathap Katta (A/Priest - 
8382 1717)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

FINANCE 
Mrs Helen Mumford (0408 367 009
or kimumford@bigpond.com)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131, 
paclark@muckra.com.au)
(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Tuesday 
evening.)

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for 
our visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159
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PLEASE KEEP THESE 
PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS

Sick: Greg Turner, Toni Langridge, 
Damian Baynes, Charles Gorman, 
Dalton Baynes, Roy Gaton, Josh Semler

June anniversaries: Bill Berden, Mary 
Bradley, Peter Bradley, Baby Burden, 
Henry Carslake, Bob Clare, Charles 
Darcy, Timothy Hamm, Lorraine 
Holohan, Brian Kildea, Mildred 
Lashmar, Anthony  Lonzar, Peter 
Lonzar, Dorothy McMahon, John 
Reynolds, Vikki Reynolds, Fiona Smith,  
Ann Wallace, Sr. Pauline Wallace, John 
Williams, Heather Willmott, Ross 
Wohling and all the faithful departed.
May all our sick parishioners, relatives 
and friends know the healing love of 
Christ through our actions and His 
healing presence.

COLLECTIONS
DIRECT PAYMENTS

If you would like to organise your 
Church donations via bank transfer there 
are a couple of ways you can go about 
this.
1. If you bank online, you can set up
periodic, direct payments yourself.
Again, you will need to do this
twice - once for the first collection
and again for second.
Acc:      Kangaroo Island Catholic Parish 
BSB:     085-005
Acc No: 918 111 484
Ref:      Your surname, initials and First          
             or General
2. Periodic regular payments may also 
be organised with your bank.
Take the account details (above)
with you and bank staff can set it
up for you.
NB: First collection is for the support
of our Priests and General (second at
our Masses) is for the support of our
Parish. 
If you need more information or help, 
please contact Helen Mumford or Peter 
Clark.

EASING OF 
RESTRICTIONS

Places of Worship and Funerals will be 
permitted for up to 75 attendees - subject 
to the 4 square metre rule.
Limited masses will be held this Sunday. 
The rules about social distancing, hand 
hygiene and a sign-in sheet to record 
names (given and surname) and phone 
numbers, will be in place.
The Archdiocese recommends that those 
who are at higher risk from Covid-19 
should be encouraged to stay home, but 
also reassures everyone that the 
obligation for Sunday Mass for the laity 
has not been re-invoked at this stage. 
Fr Josy is trying to organise Masses for 
KI fortnightly, starting this weekend (21 
June). However, this is subject to 
availability of Priests. Please ring Peter 
Clark for more information or to book in 
for Sunday Masses (8559 5131).

HOLY FATHER’S APPEAL 
(Peter’s Pence) 

The Pope has moved the date of the 
Peter’s Pence Collection to October 4, 
due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.
The Director of the Holy See Press 
Office, Matteo Bruni, announced that: 
“Considering the current health 
emergency, the Holy Father has 

established that, for the current year 
2020, the Peter’s Pence collection, 
which traditionally takes place around 
the solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul 
on June 29, will be transferred 
throughout the world to the 27th Sunday 
of Ordinary Time, October 4, memorial 
of Saint Francis of Assisi.”

• The Flat Earth Society are worried 
that social distancing will push people 
over the edge.

• You never realise how anti-social you 
are until there’s a pandemic and your 
life doesn't really change that much.

• Confuse your doctor by putting on 
rubber gloves at the same time he 
does.
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WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 
Each day at Galilee School (at Aldinga) we experience a generous and loving 
community. The children are aware of this and they often look for ways to reach out 
to others here at school and beyond. This year for World Environment Day on Friday 
June 5 we donated 200 native indigenous plants to the Catholic Parish of Kangaroo 
Island to replace those lost during the January bushfires. We hope these shrubs, 
grasses and plants create habitats for butterflies, birds and native creatures and 
enhance and regenerate Kangaroo Islands native habitat.                           Kerri Gould



DIGNITY
The movie Million Dollar Baby tells 
the story of a young woman who 
becomes a professional boxer. 
Young, strong, and physically very 
attractive she captures your heart as, 
against all odds, she eventually rises 
to the top in her sport. But then the 
story turns tragic; she is unfairly hit 
by an opponent and ends up 
paralyzed, her body broken and with 
it her health and attractiveness. And 
her condition is permanent, there is 
no cure. She chooses to end her life 
through euthanasia.
I had gone to this movie with a 
young couple, both solidly 
committed to their church and their 
faith. Yet both of them were in 
strong sympathy with how this 
young woman chose to die. Perhaps 
it was more their emotions than 
themselves speaking when they 
justified her manner of death: “But 
she was so young and beautiful! It 
wouldn’t have been right for her to 
spend the rest of her life in that 
terrible state!” In their young eyes, 
her debilitated state stripped her of 
her essential dignity.
What is dignity? When and how is it 
lost?
Dignity is a promiscuous term, 
constantly shedding different 
partners. It is also a sneaky term. 
Sometimes it no longer means what 
it used to mean and nowhere is this 
truer than when the term is applied 
today to “death with dignity”?  What 
defines death with dignity?
Shortly after Brittany Maynard died 
by euthanasia in a case that caught 
wide public attention, Jessica 
Keating wrote an article in America 
magazine assessing that death from 
various points of view. At one point 
she takes up the question of dignity 
and writes: “The use of the term 
dignity to describe this death is 
deeply problematic, since it masks 
the reality of fear and equates 

dignity exclusively with radical 
autonomy, choice, and cognitive 
capability. The result is a not-so-
subtle implication that the person 
who chooses diminishment and 
suffering dies a less dignified death.”  
(America, March 16, 2015)
In much of our talk about death with 
dignity today there is in fact the not-
so-subtle implication that the person 
who chooses diminishment and 
suffering over euthanasia dies a less 
dignified death. That is hard to deny, 
given the dominant ethos of a culture 
wherein physical diminishment and 
suffering are seen as a very assault 
on our dignity. This has not always 
been the case; indeed in former 
times sometimes the opposite was 
true, an aged, physically diminished 
body was seen as something 
dignified and beautiful. Why is our 
view of dignity different today?
They are different because of how 
we conceive of dignity and beauty. 
For us, these have to do mainly with 
physical health, physical vitality, and 
the physical attractiveness of the 
human body. For us, aesthetics is a 
house with one room – physical 
attractiveness. Everything else 
assaults our dignity. That makes it 
difficult for us to see any process 
that diminishes and humbles the 
human body by robbing it of its 
vitality and physical attractiveness as 
being a dignified one. And yet that is 
normally how the death process 
works. If you have ever journeyed 
with someone dying from a terminal 
disease and been at their bedside 
when he or she died, you know that 
physically this is not pretty. Disease 
can do horrible things to the body. 
But does this destroy dignity? Does 
it make one less beautiful?
Well, that depends on one’s 
spirituality and on what one 
considers as dignified and beautiful. 
Consider Jesus’ death. By today’s 
concept of dignity, his was not a very 
dignified death. We have always 

sanitized the crucifixion to shield 
ourselves from its raw “indignity”, 
but crucifixion was humiliating. 
When the Romans chose crucifixion 
as a method of capital punishment 
they had more in mind than just 
ending someone’s life. Besides 
wanting to make a person suffer 
optimally and they also wanted to 
totally and publicly humiliate him by 
humiliating his body. Hence the 
person was stripped naked, with his 
genitals exposed, and when he went 
into spasms in the moments before 
death, his bowels would loosen. 
What can be more humiliating? 
What can be less beautiful?
Yet, who would say that Jesus did 
not die with dignity? The opposite. 
We are still contemplating the beauty 
of his death and the dignity 
displayed in it. But that is within a 
different aesthetics, one that our 
culture no longer understands. For 
us, dignity and beauty are 
inextricably tied to physical health, 
physical attractiveness, and lack of 
humiliating diminishments within 
our physical body. Within that 
perspective there is, seemingly, no 
dignity to Jesus’ death.
I am the first to admit that the issue 
of death with dignity is an extremely 
complex one that raises legal, 
medical, psychological, familial, 
societal, ethical, and spiritual 
questions for which there are no 
simple answers.  But inside all of 
these questions there still lies an 
aesthetic one: what, ultimately, 
makes for beauty? How, ultimately, 
do we see dignity? Does a person 
with a still attractive, undiminished, 
physical body who voluntarily 
chooses to die before that beauty is 
despoiled by disease die more 
dignified than did Jesus?

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com 
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, is 
president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. He is a community-builder, lecturer and 
writer. His books are popular throughout the English-speaking world and his weekly column is carried by 
more than sixty newspapers worldwide
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come to accept Jesus as the awaited 
Messiah. But not all Jews accepted 
this, and they did not want the 
Christians to worship with them in 
the synagogues, so the Jewish 
Christians were expelled. Matthew’s 
Christian community was feeling 
very vulnerable and trying to find a 
new way of living their faith outside 
the traditional Jewish practices. In 
this passage, Matthew comforts 
them and assures them that they 
need not fear physical harm, for 
God knows every hair of their heads 
and will protect them. Those who 
are strong in their faith and refuse to 
recant will be honoured before God. 
If God extends his care to the 
sparrows, the cheapest life 
available, how much more will he 
extend his care to his faithful 
people? 

SYMBOLS AND IMAGES
Jesus’ words in this text are words 
of encouragement for the confused 
and fearful Christians of that time 
and all times. He speaks of a time 
when his teachings will be shouted 
from the rooftops and clear to all. 
Jesus reassures believers that their 
faith will be rewarded. They are 
precious to him and to the Father. 
 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(22 -  23 June)

• Monday, 22: Sts John Fisher and 
Thomas More (2Kg 17:5-8, 13-15, 18; 
Mt 7:1-5) 

• Tuesday, 23: Weekday, Ord Time 12 
(2Kg 19:9-11, 14-21, 31-36; Mt 7:6, 
12-14) 

• Wednesday, 24: The NATIVITY of ST 
JOHN THE BAPTIST (Is 49:-6; Acts 
13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80) 

• Thursday, 25: Weekday, Ord Time 12 
(2Kg 24:8-17; Mt 7:21-29) 

• Friday, 26: Weekday, Ord Time 12 (2 
Kg 25:1-12; Mt 8:1-4) 

• Saturday, 27: Weekday, Ord Time 12
(Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Mt 8:5-17) 

• Sunday 28: 13th SUNDAY in 
ORDINARY TIME (2Kg 4:8-11, 
14-16; Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Mt 
10:37-42)

COMPLIANCE WITH 
REGULATIONS

(The following conditions
apply from Friday June 19)

   

• Attendance for mass is permitted for 
up to 75 attendees (whilst maintaining 
the 4 square metre rule)

• This number also applies for funerals 
and weddings.

• Except for families and household 
groups, people should be at least 1.5 
metres apart. 

• There should be no physical contact 
outside one’s family or household 
group. 

• There should be no shaking of hands 
or holding hands during the Mass. 

• Every gathering must record contact 
details. Logs are located at the 
entrance to the Church. 

• Hand sanitizer is to be available at 
church entrances.

• Precious Blood will not be distributed. 

• No collection plates or hymn books 
are to be passed around. 

• Communion is given only in hands.
• Holy Water is not available at the 

doors of churches. 
• All surfaces should be cleaned at least 

daily, with special attention given to 
frequently touched surfaces.

• Sick and high risk/vulnerable people 
should be encouraged not to attend.

• Collection plates will not be passed 
around but a single drop point is 
provided at the churches. 

• Offertory procession will be omitted.
• Care should be taking at the dismissal 

and on leaving the church to minimise 
social contact. 

• The obligation for Sunday Mass for 
the laity HAS NOT BEEN 
RE-INVOKED at this stage. 

KANGAROO ISLAND PARISH
Phone 8553 2132

(www.kicatholic.org.au)

NOARLUNGA/SEAFORD 
PARISH

Phone 8382 1717
(www.noarlunga-seafordparish.org.au)

 VICTOR HARBOR/GOOLWA 
PARISH

Phone 8552 1084
(www.victorgoolwacatholic.org.au)

WILLUNGA PARISH
Phone 8556 2132

(www.willungaparish.org.au)

GOSPEL
Matthew 10:26-33
Jesus instructed the Twelve as 
follows: ‘Do not be afraid. For 
everything that is now covered will 
be uncovered, and everything now 
hidden will be made clear. What I 
say to you in the dark, tell in the 
daylight; what you hear in whispers, 
proclaim from the housetops.
‘Do not be afraid of those who kill 
the body but cannot kill the soul; 
fear him rather who can destroy both 
body and soul in hell. Can you not 
buy two sparrows for a penny? And 
yet not one falls to the ground 
without your Father knowing. Why, 
every hair on your head has been 
counted. So there is no need to be 
afraid; you are worth more than 
hundreds of sparrows.
‘So if anyone declares himself for 
me in the presence of men, I will 
declare myself for him in the 
presence of my Father in heaven. 
But the one who disowns me in the 
presence of men, I will disown in the 
presence of my Father in heaven.’

DID YOU KNOW?
• Sparrows were sold in market 

places as inexpensive food for the 
poor and were a symbol of 
something of minimal value.
 

• Members of the church who have 
died rather than renounce their 
faith are called martyrs. The word 
martyr literally means ‘witness’. 
Throughout history, many have 
given their lives for the faith, and 
in our own time, people are still 
martyred because they will not 
swerve from their commitment to 
Christ. 

• By the time Matthew wrote his 
gospel, the church was already 
undergoing persecution in some 
areas, and Christian faith was 
being sorely tested. 

EXPLORING THE WORD
The people of Matthew’s community 
were being persecuted for their faith. 
They were mostly Jews who had 

(Continued from page 1)

PASTORAL CARE
If you need a Priest for anointing of the sick or last rites

 contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 
Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).


