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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING 
Ecclesiasticus 15:15-20
If you wish, you can keep the 
commandments, to behave faithfully is 
within your power. He has set fire and 
water before you; put out your hand to  
whichever you prefer. Man has life 
and death before him; whichever a 
man likes better will be given him. For 
vast is the wisdom of the Lord; he is 
almighty and all-seeing. His eyes are 
on those who fear him, he notes every 
action of man. He never commanded 
anyone to be godless, he has given no 
one permission to sin.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 118:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34
Happy are they who follow the law of 
the Lord.

SECOND READING
1 Corinthians 2:6-10
We have a wisdom to offer those who 
have reached maturity: not a 
philosophy of our age, it is true, still 
less of the masters of our age, which 
are coming to their end. The hidden 
wisdom of God which we teach in our 
mysteries is the wisdom that God 
predestined to be for our glory before 
the ages began. It is a wisdom that 
none of the masters of this age have 
ever known, or they would not have 
crucified the Lord of Glory; we teach 
what scripture calls: the things that no 
eye has seen and no ear has heard, 
things beyond the mind of man, all 

that God has prepared for those who 
love him.
  

These are the very things that God has 
revealed to us through the Spirit, for 
the Spirit reaches the depths of 
everything, even the depths of God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Mt 11:25
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth; you have revealed 
to little ones the mysteries of the 
kingdom.  Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Matthew 5:17-27
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Do not 
imagine that I have come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets. I have come 
not to abolish but to complete them. I 
tell you solemnly, till heaven and earth  
disappear, not one dot, one little 
stroke, shall disappear from the Law 
until its purpose is achieved. 
Therefore, the man who infringes even 
one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to 
do the same will be considered the 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but the 
man who keeps them and teaches them 
will be considered great in the 
kingdom of heaven.

‘For I tell you, if your virtue goes no 
deeper than that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never get into the 
kingdom of heaven.

Welcome to 
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KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
PARISH PRIEST
Fr Josy Sebastian (8382 1717; 
in  emergency - 0452 524 169)
Fr Selva Raj (A/Priest - 8382 1717; 
selvarajpani@gmail.com)
Fr Prathap Katta (A/Priest - 
8382 1717)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131, 
paclark@muckra.com.au)

(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Tuesday 
evening.)

MASS CENTRES 
• KINGSCOTE: 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Cnr Giles/Todd Sts 
Sunday - 9.30am

• PENNESHAW: 
St Columba’s Anglican Church, 
Cnr North Terrace and Fourth Street  
1st Sunday - 3.15pm

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for 
our visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159
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1. Peace March on Palm Sunday 25th March 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

We Are Given What We Choose 
  
For 2000 years we’ve been living in the final chapter 
of an amazing story. Before it ends, Jesus wants us 
to get positioned for what’s next even as we live in 
the undeniable context of what’s now. 
  
For instance, we’re tempted to feel pretty good if we 
don’t kill or commit adultery. Not bad, eh Lord? The 
religious folk of Jesus’ time said the same thing 
because they led morally correct lives according to 
the law. Don’t kid yourself, Jesus advises. Claiming 
righteousness now puts us in a bad position for the 
dawning kingdom. The truth is we’re ALL sinners in 
need of forgiveness. “Who needs a doctor: the 
healthy or the sick?” Jesus asks later in 
Matthew, “I’m after mercy, not religion” (9:12-13). 
  
In light of this, it’s better to settle our differences 
than to maintain conflicts. Reconciliation is key: 
that’s why it’s a sacrament! It’s a visible sign of the 
inward reality of the kingdom. But to claim it, we 
have to practice it. Only by living forgiveness do we 
experience it. 
  
In what ways do you tend to see yourself as a 
pretty good person? How does “self-
righteousness” teach you about the deeper 
reality of sin we all live with?  

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

PARISH NOTICES 
    
Next week: Mass  Kingscote    9:30 AM 
Confession is available every Sunday 30 minutes 
before Mass. 
 
The AGM of the Catholic Ladies Guild will be held on 
Monday 24th February at 9:00 AM. All welcome. 
 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
 

  

Priest Roster: 
Feb 8th – Mar 22nd     Bishop Eugene Hurley 
 
Mass Roster:  
Today:                                    Next week:                                          
Readers:  W Bennett C Pahl.            N Clark S Semler. 
Gifts:  Wales family.                          Clark family. 
Sp. Min:  A Clark S Semler.              H Mumford A Gibbs. 
Cleaning / Coffee:  C Berden.           C Berden.  
 
Collections. 9th Feb. 
1st (Support of the Priests of the Archdiocese)        $168.45 
2nd (Upkeep of our parish programs & property)     $191.25 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
 
Please pray for those who have died…. Maureen Dunn 
 
FEBRUARY  ANNIVERSARIES 

Heather Barrett, Joan Marie Berden, Mary Clark, Phillip 
Deakin, Allice Ellick, Alfred Gray, Bernadette Hehir , Kenneth 
Howard , Ron King, Jamie Larcombe, Frank May, Tom 
Meaney, Allan Moray, Pat Pawelski, Horace Riley, 
Christopher Riley, Bert Willson   And all the faithful departed.  
 
Please pray for those who are sick……….Sr. Carmel 
Clarke, Mei Kuen Sexton, Fr Peter Milburn, Toni Langridge, 
Damian Baynes, Charles Gorman, Dalton Baynes, Roy 
Gaton,  …………..May all our sick parishioners, relatives and 
friends know the healing love of Christ through our actions 
and His healing presence. 
Please contact Peter Clark to have names entered. For privacy 
reasons permission is required before names are submitted for entry 
in this bulletin. 
 
Archdiocesan Events 
For a full listing of events and activities being held across the 
Archdiocese, please visit: 
http://www.adelaide.catholic.org.au/parishes-and-mass-
times/newsletters-from-archbishop-s-office 
 
If you have items for this newsletter, please email to 
paclark@muckra.com.au or text message to 0418 819 078 
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ON HALLOWING OUR 
DIMINISHMENTS

Thirty years ago, John Jungblut 
wrote a short pamphlet entitled, On 
Hallowing Our Diminishments. It’s a 
treatise suggesting ways we might 
frame the humiliations and 
diminishments that beset us through 
circumstance, age, and accidents so 
that, despite the humiliation they 
bring, we can place them under a 
certain canopy so as to take away 
their shame and restore to us some 
lost dignity.

And we all suffer diminishments. 
Certain things are dealt to us by 
genetics, history, circumstance, the 
society we live in, or by the ravages 
of aging or accidents that, seen from 
almost every angle, are not only 
bitterly unfair but can also seemingly 
strip us of our dignity and leave us 
humiliated.  For example, how does 
one deal with a bodily defect that 
society deems unsightly? How does 
one deal with being discriminated 
against? How does one deal with an 
accident that leaves one partially or 
wholly paralyzed? How does one 
deal with the debilitations that come 
with old age? How does one deal 
with a loved one who was violated 
or killed simply because of the color 
of his or her skin? How does one 
deal with the suicide of a loved one? 
How do we set these things under 
some canopy of dignity and meaning 
so that what is an awful unfairness is 
not a permanent source of indignity 
and shame? How does someone 
hallow his or her diminishments?

Soren Kierkegaard offers this advice. 
He, who was sometimes publicly 
ridiculed during his lifetime, 
including newspaper cartoons that 
made sport of his physical 
appearance (his “spindly legs”), 
offers this counsel: In the face of 
something like this, he says, it’s not 
a question of denying it, covering it 
up, or trying various distractions and 
tonics to deaden it or keep its 

sharpness at bay. Rather we must 
make ourselves genuinely aware of 
it, “by bringing it to complete 
clarity.” By doing this, we hallow it. 
We bring it out of the realm of 
shame and give it a certain dignity. 
How is this done?

Imagine this as a paradigmatic 
example: A young woman is walking 
alone along a deserted road and is 
forcibly picked up by a group of 
drunken men who rape and kill her 
and leave her body in a ditch. Her 
shocked and horrified family and 
community do as Kierkegaard 
counsels.  They don’t try to deny 
what happened, cover it up, or try 
various distractions and tonics to 
deaden their pain. Instead, they bring 
it to “complete clarity”.  How?
They pick up her body, wash it, 
clothe her in her best clothing, and 
then have a three-day wake that 
culminates in a huge funeral 
attended by hundreds of persons. 
And their ritual honoring of her 
doesn’t stop there. After the funeral 
they gather in a park near where she 
lived and after some hours of 
testimony that honors who she was, 
they rename the park after her.

What they do, of course, does not 
bring her back to life, does not erase 
in any way the horrible unfairness of 
her death, does not bring her killers 
to justice, and it does not 
fundamentally change the societal 
conditions that helped cause her 
violent death. But it does, in an 
important way, restore to her some 
of the dignity that was so horribly 
ripped away from her. Both she and 
her death are hallowed. Her name 
and her life now will forever speak 
of something beyond the unfairness 
and tragedy of her death.

We see examples of this on the 
macro level in way the world has 
handled the deaths of people like 
Martin Luther King, John F. 
Kennedy, Bobby Kennedy, Malcolm 

X, Jamal Khashoggi, and others who 
were killed by hatred. We have 
found ways to hallow them so that 
their lives and their persons are now 
remembered in ways that eclipse the 
manner of their deaths. And we see 
this too in how some communities 
handle the deaths of loved ones who 
have been senselessly shot by gang 
members or by police, where their 
manner of death belies everything 
that’s good. The same is true for how 
some families handle the 
diminishments of their loved ones 
who die by drug overdose, suicide, 
or dementia. The indignity of their 
death is eclipsed by proper clarity 
around the very diminishment that 
brought about their death.  Their 
memory is redeemed. In short, that’s 
the function of any proper wake and 
any proper funeral. In bringing to 
clarity the very indignity that befalls 
someone we restore her dignity.

This is true not only for those who 
die unfairly or in ways that leave 
those they left behind grasping for 
ways to give them back some 
dignity. It’s also true for every kind 
of humiliation and indignity we, 
ourselves, suffer in life, from the 
wounds of our childhood which can 
forever haunt us, to the many 
humiliations we suffer in adulthood. 
We cannot change what has 
happened to us, but we can hallow it 
by “bringing it to clarity” so that the 
indignity is eclipsed.

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com 
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. He is a 
community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the English-
speaking world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty newspapers worldwide.

!
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DID YOU KNOW?
• Two of the major divisions of the 

Jewish Scriptures are the Law 
(comprising the first five books of 
the Old Testament, the Hebrew 
Torah) and the Prophets (nebi’im in 
Hebrew). The other major division 
is known as the Writings (ketubim 
in Hebrew) and comprises the 
Wisdom literature of Israel, 
including such books as the 
Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Job 
and Ruth. 

• The Pharisees were a group of very 
pious Jews who observed all the 
laws of Israel. They are often 
depicted in the gospels as overly 
legalistic or even hypocritical, but 
this is probably an unfair depiction 
that has been influenced by the 
events surrounding the separation 
of the early Christians from the 
mainstream Jewish religion after 
the destruction of the temple in AD 
70. 

• The origin of the term scribes is 
unclear and seems to cover a 
variety of functions and 
bureaucratic officers. The term 
does not seem to denote a group 
with particular religious beliefs but, 
rather, learned men more generally. 
During the time of Jesus, they were 
probably influential in the temple 
and at various levels of 
government. 

 

  
THIS WEEK’S READINGS

(17 - 23 February)
• Monday, 17: Weekday Ord Time 6 

(James 1:1-11; Mk 8:11-13)

• Tuesday, 18: Weekday Ord Time 6 
(James 1:12-18; Mk 8:14-21)

• Wednesday, 19: Weekday Ord Time 6 
(James 1:19-27; Mk 8:22-26)

• Thursday, 20:  Weekday Ord Time 6 
(James 2:1-9; Mk 8:27-33)

• Friday, 21: Weekday Ord Time 6 
(James 2:14-24, 26; Mk 8:34-9:1)

• Saturday, 22: The Chair of St Peter 
(1 Pet 5:1-4; Mt 16:13-19)

• Sunday 23: 7th SUNDAY in 
ORDINARY TIME (Lev 19:1-2, 
17-18; 1Cor 3:16-23; Mt 5:38-48)

REGULAR MASS TIMES IN
OUR CLUSTER CHURCHES

ALDINGA 
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and How Roads
Saturday 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.15am 

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

Sunday 9.00am
Wednesday 9.30am

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

Sunday 9.30am

NOARLUNGA
St Luke, the Evangelist, 

cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am

1st Sunday 11am (Spanish Mass)
2nd Sunday 2.00pm (Filipino Mass) 

Sunday (Youth Mass) 5.30pm
Monday 9.00am
Tuesday 9.00am  

Wednesday 7.30pm
Thursday 8.15am (St Luke’s)

Thursday 9.15am (St John’s - term time)
Friday 10.00am

NORMANVILLE
St Peter, Cape Jervis Road

1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10.30am
2nd, 4th Sundays 8.30am

1st Friday 
11.50am Adoration, 12.00 noon Mass

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace 

(shared with Anglicans)
1st Sunday 3.15pm

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

Grand Bvd
Sunday 10.45am

Wednesday 9.15am

VICTOR HARBOR
St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 11.00am
Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am
1st Friday Benediction following Mass

WILLUNGA
St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street
1st, 3rd, 5th  Sundays 8.30am

2nd, 4th Sundays 10.30am
Wednesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am

‘You have learnt how it was said to 
our ancestors: You must not kill; and if 
anyone does kill he must answer for it 
before the court. But I say this to you: 
anyone who is angry with his brother 
will answer for it before the court; if a 
man calls his brother “Fool” he will 
answer for it before the Sanhedrin; and 
if a man calls him “Renegade” he will 
answer for it in hell fire. So then, if 
you are bringing your offering to the 
altar and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, 
leave your offering there before the 
altar, go and be reconciled with your 
brother first, and then come back and 
present your offering. Come to terms 
with your opponent in good time while 
you are still on the way to the court 
with him, or he may hand you over to 
the judge and the judge to the officer, 
and you will be thrown into prison. I 
tell you solemnly, you will not get out 
till you have paid the last penny.

‘You have learnt how it was said: You 
must not commit adultery. But I say to 
you: if a man looks at a woman 
lustfully, he has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. If your 
right eye should cause you to sin, tear it 
out and throw it away; for it will do you 
less harm to lose one part of you than to 
have your whole body thrown into hell. 
And if your right hand should cause 
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; 
for it will do you less harm to lose one 
part of you than to have your whole 
body go to hell.

‘It has also been said: Anyone who 
divorces his wife must give her a writ of 
dismissal. But I say this to you: 
everyone who divorces his wife, except 
for the case of fornication, makes her 
an adulteress; and anyone who marries 
a divorced woman commits adultery.

‘Again, you have learnt how it was said 
to our ancestors: You must not break 
your oath, but must fulfil your oaths to 
the Lord. But I say this to you: do not 
swear at all, either by heaven, since that 
is God’s throne; or by the earth, since 
that is his foot-stool; or by Jerusalem, 
since that is the city of the great king. 
Do not swear by your own head either, 
since you cannot turn a single hair 
white or black. All you need say is 
“Yes” if you mean yes, “No” if you 
mean no; anything more than this 
comes from the evil one.’

(Continued from page 1)

PASTORAL CARE
If you (or someone you know) is house-bound, in hospital or in residential care and 

would appreciate a visit from a Priest or someone from the Parish, please let us know. 
Contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 

Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).
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